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We claim: 

^[yZ A method for managing the sale 



;10 



V 



a) determining a first price for a 



of a tier-priced commodity comprising the steps 



i commodity at a first tier; 

b) determining a second price for said commodity at a second tier; 

c) determining a third price for a financial instrument designed to indemnify 

against at least one risk associated with purchasing said commodity at 
said second tier; and 

Q<y d) offering said commodity at said second tier commod ity for sale at a fourth 

price; wherein said fourth price is l ow o r than c a i d firct pr t co -aftd equal to 
or higher than the sum of said second price and said third price. 




"2) TheTmetf^^ a request from a 

customer to purchase said commodity for said fourth price and selNncfsaia^^ 
15 - sa i d commod i ty.- 



3) / The method of claim 2, wheyein ownership of said financial instrument is not 
/ \ . transferred to said customer. 

V 

20 4) The method of claim 2, wjierein ownership of said financial instrument is 
transferred to said customer. 
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jfclaim 1 , wherein saijHfnaVicial instrument is an insurance policy. 



6) The method of claim 1, wherein sajd financja^strumentis^a-he4o 1 e contract. 



thod of claim 5, wherein said tier-priced commodity is electrical power. 




8) The method of claim 6, wherein said tier-priced commodity is 



ower. 



^"3) / A method for managing the sala of a tier-priced commodity over a computer 



10 ^ network comprising the steps of: 
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a) displaying to a customer on/a display associated with a customer computer a 

price for a tier-priced commodity; wherein said commodity has at least a 
first tier and a second t er in its pricing structure; wherein said second tier 
has at least one associated risk; 

b) receiving a request to purchase said tier-priced commodity on a seller 

computer connected to said buyer computer via a computer network; 

c) selling said tier-priced commodity to said customer; and 7 

d) transferring to said customer the right to receive indemnification against loss 
due to the at least one associated risk if said commodity is sold to said 
customer is from said sejpond tier. 
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10) The method of claim 9, whe 
against loss associated with 



'ein said financial instrument is designed to protect 
interruptions in the delivery of said second tier commodity. 



1 1) The method of claim 10, wherein the price of said financial instrument is based 
upon one or more factors associated said customer. 



12) A system for managing thp sale of a tier-priced commodity over a computer 
network comprising: 

a) a first computer; 

b) a second computer connected to said first computer by a computer network; 

c) commodity data storage accessible to said second computer comprising at 
least one tier-priceq commodity having at least a first tier and a second 

\ tier; and 

d) financial instrument datja storage accessible to said second computer 

one financial instrument designed to indemnify against 

at least one risk associated with purchasing said commodity from said 
second tier. 

13) A method for managing t\ie sale of a tier-priced commodity comprising the steps 
of: 

a) determining a first pricd^for a commodity at a first tier from a first source for a 
customer; 
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comprising at leas 
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c) determining a third price for a 
said customer against los 
purchasing said commod 



b) determining a second price for said commodity at a second tier from said first 
source for said customer; 

first financial instrument designed to indemnify 
resulting from at least one risk associated with 
ty from said second tier from said first source; 

d) determining a fourth price for said commodity at a first tier from a second 
source for a customer; 

e) determining a fifth price for sajd commodity at a second tier from said second 

source for said customer; 

f) determining a sixth price for a Second financial instrument designed to 

indemnify said customer against loss resulting from at least one risk 
associated with purchasing said commodity from said second tier from 
said second source; and 

g) displaying to said customer thej lowest of said first price, the sum of said 

second price and said thirdlprice, said fourth price and the sum of said 
fifth price and said sixth price. 



A method for managing the sale of a tier-priced commodity comprising the steps 

a) determining a first price for a con modity at a first tier for a first customer; 

b) determining a second price for said commodity at a second tier for said first 

customer; 
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c) determining a third price for a finst financial instrument designed to indemnify 
said first customer against loss resulting from at least one risk associated 
with purchasing said commodity from said second tier; 

d) determining a fourth price for spid commodity at a first tier for a second 
customer; 

e) determining a fifth price for sakjl commodity at a second tier for said second 
customer; 

f) determining a sixth price for a ^econd financial instrument designed to 
indemnify said second customer against loss resulting from at least one 
risk associated with purchasing said commodity from said second tier 
from; 

g) displaying to said first customer the lowest of said first price, the sum of said 
second price and said third price; and 

h) displaying to said second customer the lowest of said fourth price and the sum 
of said fifth price and saicjl sixth price. 

15) A method for managing the sal^ of a tier-priced commodity comprising the steps 
of: 

a) displaying to a first bidder a first price for a commodity and a first financial 

instrument designed to indemnify said first bidder against loss associated 
with at least one risk associated with the purchase of said commodity; 
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b) displaying to a second bidder a second price for a commodity and a second 

financial instrument designed to indemnify said second bidder against loss 
associated with at least ope risk associated with the purchase of said 
commodity; 

c) receiving bids for said commc|dity from said first bidder and said second 

bidder; and 

d) selling said commodity and 

financial instrument to sa 



price by a greater amoun 



tr ansferring a right to collect against said first 
d first bidder if said first bidder exceeds said first 



than said second bidder exceeds said second 



price or selling said com 



bidder exceeds said first 



odity and transferring a right to collect against 



said second financial instrument to said second bidder if said second 
bidder exceeds said secc nd price by a greater amount than said first 




rice. 
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